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LI VII. V. I. 
And if a a foul þ 7 2 b os voice 


of fwearing, and is a witneſs, whe- 
ther he hath ſeen or known of it; if 


be doth not utter it, ben, he oath bear 


bis be hc 


je HEN GOD at firſt delivered 
N = his Law, he commanded us to 


. 85 and alſo to ſee, that it is ob- 
ſſerved by others. Thoſe Sins, 
Vuhich we are to avoid in our 

own ; Livew we ſhould endeavour to prevent 


and ſuppreſs, when we ſee them in our Neigh- 


bours. The Plea of wicked Cain, that he was 
not his (a) Brother's keeper, will avail us as 
little, as it availed him. We are commanded 


to (6) love our Newghbour as our ſelues, and con- 


ſequently to take ſome Care of his Soul, as 


well as of our ee And if a wicked Man , 


A - * con- 
1 4 iv. 9. 00 Tavis: xix, 18. Matt Xii. 39. I 


# obſerve and do it our ſelves, * 
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ing of the Text, IF a ſoul fin, and hear the 


it, then he ſhall bear his iniquity. 
Fox the right Underſtanding of theſe Words, 


Vices; either ſuch as relate more particularly 
to the Third Commandment, as Curſing, Blaj- 

Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and Burleſquing of the 
 Drunkennejſs, Fornication, Adultery, and the 
like. All theſe Sins are directly againſt the Law 
his Juſtice, abuſe his Goodneſs, Forbearance, 


and Long-ſuffering, and are ſo many Scandals to 
the Religion, which we profeſs, and therefore 


ee EIS Ms ha * 2 „ ore 


St. Paul (d) adviſeth Fathers, not to provoke 


it would be as ſtrange, if we did connive at 
other Sins, becauſe in the Text we are obliged 
only to diſcover that of Swearing : For where 
the Reaſons of the Command are common to 


4 A SzrMoN Before the Societies 
continues in Sin, (c) he ſhall die in his iniqui- 
ty, but his blood will be required at the hand; 
of thoſe, who could have prevented his Ruin, 
but did not. This is, as I ſuppoſe, the Mean- 


voice of ſwearing, and 1s a witneſs, whether 


he hath ſeen or known of it; if he do not utter 


we mult conſider, that what is here ſpoken of 
Swearing, may equally be applied to all other 


phemy, Ridiculing of Religion, Miſapplying the 
Scriptures: or thoſe which refer to the other 


Commands; as, Profaning the LOR D's Day, 


of GOD, they contemn his Authority, affront 


we ought to ſhew a due Reſentment againſt all. 


their children to wrath; but' to bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the LORD. 
Now it would ſeem very ſtrange, for a Mother 
to neglect this Duty, and think her ſelf excuſed, 
becauſe ſhe is not particularly mentioned : And 


many, 
(c) Ezek. xxxiii. 8. (4) Epheſ. vi. 4. EY 


for Reformation of Manners. . 6 


many, the Duty is incumbent in Reference to 
all. 
Tux Reaſon, why Swearing alone is men- 
tioned, I take to be, becauſe it is a Sin relating 
immediately to GOD, and therefore ſuch Sins 
are not ſo commonly taken notice of by the 
generality of People, as others are. If another 
Man doth not pay us that Reſpect and Honour, 
which we think we deſerve in our ſeveral Pla- 
ces and Stations; If another Man affronts or 
{trikes us; If another Man injures us in our 
Bodies, Eſtates, or Reputations, we need not be 
ſtirred up to expreſs our Reſentments, or to 
take the Remedy, which the Law directs. Nay, 
we are ſo forward, that the Scriptures ſet 
Bounds to our Paſſions in theſe Particulars, and 
command us (e) to Forgive Injuries, and () lay 
aſide all anger, wrath, and Deſire of Revenge. 
But in all Caſes, where the Glory of GOD 
(vhich ought to be dearer to us than our Lives) 
and the Welfare of Religion is concerned, we 
are too quiet and eaſy. If a Man ſins ever ſo 
groſly, provided we receive no temporal Da- 
mage thereby, we care not to trouble our ſelves 
much about it. If our Perſons and Eſtates are 
ſecure, we ſeldom mind what will become of 
our Neighbour's Soul. And therefore the Text 
plainly tells us, that we muſt exert our Zeal in 
thoſe Caſes, where the Honour of our Maker, 
and not only our own Intereſt is at Stake; and 
uſe our Endeavours to ſuppreſs the Sins againſt 
the Firſt Table, as well as thoſe, which are 
WINE HU „„ TD . 
(e) Matt. vi, 14,15. Chap. xviii, 21, to the End. 
% Ephel. iv. 31, 32. EY wht EA 
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Tur Deſign of Uttering, or Bearing Teſti- 
mony againſt ſuch Sins muſt be, that they may 
be ſuppreſſed for the future; and that thoſe, 
who are guilty, may be reformed. If one Chri/- 
tian privately confeſſeth his Sins to another, 

and defires his Advice in ſuch a Caſe, if the 
Perſon ſo adviſed with diſcovers it; this was 
not a Duty, but is a Breach of Truſt. If we 
diſcover Sins, ſo as to commend them, to rejoyce 
at them, or propoſe them to others as Exam- 
ples for their Imitation, we are not then Ser- 
vants to GOD, but Agents for the Devil. If 
we have drawn others into Sin, and then boaſt 
of it (as too many do, becauſe they have made 
their Acquaintance drunk) this is (g) a Glory- 
ing in our ſbame, and the higheſt Pitch of Pre- 
ſumption. Or if we have been guilty of Sin 
in our ſelves, and then perſwade others to com- 
mit the ſame (as it is too common in the Caſes 
of Profaning the LOR D's Day, Blaſpbemy, 
| Uncleanneſs and the like) this is a Proſelyting 

of Men to Hell, and Intitling our ſelves to (5) 

the Wo, which our SAVIOUR pronounceth 
on ſuch Occaſions. 'The Intent therefore of 
Diſcovering ſuch Sins, muſt be the Reforma- 
tion of the Oftenders, and Preventing the In- 
tection. What (2) St. Paul ſaith of Eating, 
Drinking, and whatſcever elſe which we do, 

may properly be applied in this Caſe, Let all 
be done for the glory of GOD; and then we 
' thall walk according to his Command in the 
Words of the Text. FTE Tru} gms: 
TO bear his Iniquity ſignifies, that ſuch a 
Man, who conceals the Fact, is guilty of a Sin. 
5 We 

fo) Phil. ni. 18, 19. () Matt. xvii'. 7,8,9. () 1 Cor. x. 31. 


for Reformation of Manners. 7 
We uſually ſay, that the Receiver is as bad a; 
the Thief. Concealing of Treaſon againſt an 
earthly King, makes us liable to ſuffer the Pe- 


nalty of Death by the Laws of that Kingdom ; 
and Concealing of Treaſon againſt the King of 


Kings, makes us as liable to eternal Death by 


the Laws of GOD. We may be condemned 
for Sins of Omiſſion, as certainly as for Sins of 
Commifſſion; and for the Evils, which we 


might have prevented, as well as for the Evils, 


which we have actually committed. There are 
many People, who ſay, That they hope they 
ſhall go to Heaven, becauſe they have done no 
Harm to Man, Woman, or Child. I am ſure, 


that no one in the World can truly ſay ſo; but 


if they could, yet this is not enough. We may 
be guilty toward GOD, though we ſhould not 


offend againſt our Neighbour. We may not 


be guilty of Sin in our ſelves, and yet we may 
wink at it, or ſuffer it in others; and if we 
do not prevent it, as much as we can, we are 
certainly guilty of what others commit. Sup- 
poſe we ſee another Man going to kill himſelf, 
and we let him alone till the Fact is done, can 
we think, that we are not acceſſary to his Mur- 


der? If we ſee a Man riding in a thick Miſt, 


and in ſuch a dangerous Place, where he may 


probably fall from his Horſe, and break his - 


Neck; can we believe our ſelves innocent, if ſo 
ſad an Accident ſhould happen, and we gave 
him no Warning? If we ſee a Man running 
on in a Courſe of Sin, and expoſing himſelf to 


Hell Fire; perhaps he (&) knows not whither 


he goes, becauſe Darkneſs hath blinded his Eyes: 


(4) 1 Tohn n. 11. 
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8 A SERMON before the Societies 

But if we ſuffer him to go on, ſtill without Re- 
proof or Reſtraint, we may be accountable to 
GOD for this Omiffion, eſpecially if he is 
our Child or Servant. Tis true, that there was 
a Way to obtain Pardon under the Levitical 
Law, as it is expreſſed not far from the Text; 
* I: ſhall be, when he ſhall be guilty in one of 
theſe things, that he ſball confeſs, that he hath 
 finned in that thing, And he ſhall bring his 


treſpaſs-offering unto the LORD for his ſin, 
which he hath ſinned, a lamb or a kid of the 


goats for a ſin-offering; and the prieſt ball 


make an atonement for him concerning his in. 
This ſhews what we muſt do under the Goſpel. 
We ought to confeſs thoſe ſinful Omiſſions of 
Duty, and pray to obtain Pardon by the Blood 
on CHRIST, the Lamb which was ſlain for 

- And whatever we may think, it is not a 
light Crime, which ſtands in need of ſuch an 
Atonement. 


FR oN what hath been ſaid, I ſhall 1 

THAT it is our Duty to take ſuch Notice of 
the Sins committed by others, as may be moſt f- 
Ffedtual to prevent them for the Time to come. 

For this is a Duty, which we owe, Firſt, Jo 
GOD; Secondly, to Our ſelves; Thirdly, . 


our Neighbours ; and F e to the Nation 
in which we live, 


FiRsT, It is a Duty, which we owe to GOD. 
This is what He commands, and therefore 
we mult obey. Parents are obliged to take Care 
91 their Children; Maſters of Families of their 

Houſ- 
(/) Levit. v. 5, and 6. 


for Reformation of Manners. 9 
Houſhold, Apprentices and Servants; the Cler- 
oy of their Pariſhioners; Magiſtrates and in- 
ferior Officers of thoſe under their Authority; 
and Princes of their Subjects; that Religion 
may be propagated, and Vice diſcountenanced 
and ſuppreſſed. Neither is it a Duty incum- 
bent only upon Superiors and Perſons in Au- 
thority, but alſo upon all others, provided what 
they do 1s according as the Laws dire&, and 
with a pure Deſign of Reformation. Beſide 
what we find in the Text, there are other 


Commands in more general Terms. The A. 
foſtle faith, (n) Take heed, brethren, leſt there 


be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in de- 
parting from the living GOD. We are to 


take heed not only to our ſelves, but alſo to 


others; and to this End we are commanded to 


exhort one another daily, whilſt it is called to- 


day, left any one ſhould be hardned through the 


deceitfulneſs of fin. And again, (n) Let us con- 


ider one another ty provoke unto love and to 


good works, exhorting one another, and ſo much 
the more as ye ſee the day approaching. Be- 
ſides, the Neglect hereof incurs a Guile. It is 


| a Breach of the Law, which God hath given 
us, and a Contempt of the Law-maker. We 
are told, (o) that whoſoever is partner with a 
thief hateth his own ſoul; becauſe he heareth 


curſing, and doth not diſcover it. So that to 
hear curſing, and to ſhew no Reſentment at it, 
is to be a Partner with it, to hate our own 


Souls, and bring the Guilt upon our ſelves. 
So ( Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in thy 
FRE. | 3 heart, 


(m) Heb. iii. 1 2,43. (a) Chap. x. 24, 25. 
e Prov. xxix. 24. (2) Levit. xix. 17. 


ö EG 2 
TE KIT 


Fe atten 


— —— 
FT? FA a2 


I 
4 
* 
1 5. 
1 
I 
75 5 
N 
1 £ 
„ 
| wy 
Bo 
4 
6 6 
gh) 
4 ; 
* x 


PET” ee” 


— a 


N wt 4 
8 = W 
— 3 ra 
P Ä!:!ññ Io 


9 


10 A SERMON before the Societies 


heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neigh- 
bour, and not ſuffer jm in bim. The chief 
Command is, () to love our neighbour as our 
Jetves, and to expreſs this Love in Rebuking 
him, when he us, and Preventing it for the 
future; otherwiſe we may rather be ſaid to 
hate, than love him, and inſtead of a Kindneſs, 
we do him an Injury. Nay, St. John goes 
farther yet, (7) Whoſcever bateth bis brother is 
a murderer; and ye know, that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in bim. He who doth 
not reprove his Brother, but ſuffers him to /n, 
hates him: He who hates him, is in the Sight 
of GOD guilty of Murder; and ſuch a Man, 
without Repentance, is not fit for Heaven. 
 Bes1DEs, The Glory of GOD is directly 
concerned herein. Swearing, Curſing, and 
Blaſþhemy, have a direct Tendency to create 
mean and low Thoughts of GOD in thoſe 
who are guilty, and in thoſe who hear it; and 
ſo bring them to believe, that there is no GOD 
at all. Nay, All Prafaneneſs and Immorality 
uſher in a Diſreſpect of his Law, an Underva- 
luing of his Promiſes, and a Slighting of his 
Threatnings. Neither do theſe Things tend 
only to diſhonour GOD among dur ſelves, 
RW burt alſo among others. (s) The Name of G0 
was blaſphemed among the Gentiles becauſe of 
| the Jews; and the Name gf GOD is blaſphem- 
ed by Turks, Jeus, and Infidels, when they 
ſee {uch as call themſelves Cbriſtiaus, leading 
the Lives of Heatbens. So that the Diſcounte- 
 nancing 


(e) Levit. xix. 18. Matth. xxii. 39, 40. Rom. xiii; 8, 9. 
) 3 John ili. 15. () Rom. ii. 24. 5 
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nancing and Supprefling ſuch Sins, is a Duty, 


which we owe to GOD. | 


SECONDLY; It is a Duty, which we owe 
70 Our ſelves. If we are filent, when we hear 
the Name of GOD profaned by Oaths, Cur- 
ſes, and Uo moe Expreſſions, we hall con- 
tract a Guilt, and be accountable for our Neg- 
let. If we conceal ſuch Offences, as are a- 
gainſt GOD, he will look upon us as Partners 
in them. We are as certainly accountable 
for the Sins, Which we might have prevented, 
as we are for thoſe, which we have actually 
committed. For this Reaſon St. Paul charg- 
eth Timothy, (t) not to be a partaker with. o- 
ther mens fins, but to Reep himſelf pure. The 
Load of Sins, which we our ſelves have com- 
mitted, is enough to fink us into Hell, and 
therefore we ſhould fo far pity our own Souls, 
as not to add another Load of Sins commit- 
ted by others. Eli was a good Man, for any 
thing which we find relating to himſelf; and 
the Few ſpeak of him with Reſpe& and E- 
ſteem: however, he was to blame in not En- 
deavouring to ſuppreſs the Wickedneſs of his 
Sons, With that Zeal which he ought to have 
done, and therefore he brought a judgment 
upon himſelf and his Poſterity. (% GOD 
told him, that his Houſe ſhould be judged for 
' the iniquity which he knew : becauſe his ſons 
made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them 
not. And therefore I have ſworn, ſaith the 
LORD, that the iniquity of Eli's Houſe ſhall 
not be purged with ſacrifice nor oblation for ever. 
SEES of: B 2 Beſides, 


(t) 1 Tim. v. 22. (A) 1 Sam. ifi. 13, 14. 
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Beſides, by our conſcientious Diſcharge of this 
Duty, we not only free our ſelves from the 
Guilt, but we alſo increaſe our Reward. The 
Prophet (x) Daniel tells us, that at the Day 
of Judgment 7hey who are wiſe, ſhall ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament; and they who 
turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever 
and ever. Who knows, what Succeſs we might 
have, upon our conſcientious Endeavours to re- 
torm the Nation ? and how greatly our La- 
bour may be rewarded? And therefore the 
Care, which we ought to have of our own 
Welfare, ſhould induce us in this Manner to 
promote the Good of our Neighbour. 


| TriRDLy, If is a Duty, which we owe to 
our Neighbour. Firſt, to the Sinner, and Se- 

condly, fo others. 1 A 
iſt, TO the Sinner. If we have any Cha- 
rity for the Souls of others, we ſhould endea- 
vour tp prevent their everlaſting Miſery, and 

itop up the Road to utter Ruin, by the moſt 
proper Methods of Cauſing them to ſee their 
Errors. If our Enemy's Ox or Sheep was fal- 
len into a Pit, we ſhould think our ſelves o- 
bliged to help it out again; how much more 
then ſhould we ſtrive to deliver the Souls of 
our Fellow Chr:/tians from the bottomleſs 
Gulph? If their Houſes were on Fire, we 
ſhould think our ſelves bound in Conſcience 
to put it out; and ſhall we not take Care to 
ſecure their Souls from the Fire of Hell? If 
we knew, that they were taking Poiſon for their 
Bodies, we ſhould warn them of the Danger; 
h 5 - 


(x) Dan, xi. 3. 
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but when they are poiſoning their Souls, we 
let them alone. If there was a wild Beaſt ler 
looſe in a Road, where our Neighbour is go- 
ing, we ſhould tell him of it; but when we 
know, that (y) Sin is like a Serpent, and that 
the teeth of it are like the teeth of a lion flayin 

the ſouls of men; we let our Neighbour 650 
himſelf to Deſtruction, and give him no No- 
tice of it. If in this Caſe we are forced to 
put the Laws in Execution againſt ſuch a Man; 
it 1s the greateſt Kindneſs that we can ſhew 
him. (2) ns are the wounds of ſuch a 
friend; when the kiſſes of an enemy are deceit- 
ful, The Lancing ſuch a Sore is ſometimes 
neceſſary for the Cure: And tho' it may be te- 


dious at firſt; yet afterward it may be owned 


as the greater Act of Mercy. I am ſure, St. 
James gives us (a) this Encouragement, Bre- 


hren, any of you do err from the truth, and 


one convert him, tho' the Error is either in 
Faith or Practice; Let him know, that he who 


converteth a ſinner from the error of bis ways, 


ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a 


multitude of fins, If by this Means he may be 


brought to ſee his Folly, and turn from it, 


the Guilt of all his Sins may be done away, and 


* 


the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
2dly, IT is a Duty, which we owe to others. 
If an Offender is proſecuted, he is become a 


he with others may be made an Inheritor of 


publick Example. This makes others beware, 
when they know, that they expoſe themſelves 


(* Eecluſ. xxi. 2: {=) Prov, xxvii. 6, 
$a) James v. 19, 20. | 
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14 A SERMON before the Spciethes 

to the ſame Penalty; and ſo we reform not on! 
the Offender, but alſo thoſe, who hear of the 
Puniſhment inflicted upon him. What a Mul- 
titude of Sins we may by this Means prevent, 
GOD only knows; when we find by ſad Ex- 
perience, that all other Methods are ineffec- 
tual. And therefore if Iniquity abounds, and 
if all manner of Impieties ate publick and 
barefac'd, the Fault lies in ſuch, who take not 
this Courſe to curb and reſtrain them. 

I canNnorT therefore but add on this Oe- 
caſion, That the Informing of the Magiſtrate 
is, humanly ſpeaking, one of the moſt effectual 
Methods for the Suppreſſing of Vice. This 
we may learn from common Experience. For 
where People are zealous to proſecute Offen- 
ders, there others are afraid to be guilty of Of. 
fences. - Every Man is willing to avoid the 
publick Shame and Puniſhment, and then of 
courſe avoids the Crimes, which expoſe him 
to it. When one Man is made an Example, 

another is afraid to be guilty, leſt he ſhould 
ſuffer next; and then the future Acts of Wick. 
edneſs grow leſs and leſs. And if Men are 
ſtill fo hardy, as to go on in Sin, they will 
endeavour to fn fo privately, as not to be de- 
tected, There is a ſecret Fear and a ſecret 
Shame in w:cked Men, which will check them, 
when they find, that Care will be taken to 
bring them to Juſtice for their W:ckedneſs : 
And ſuch Cities and Places, which have been 
zealous therein, can teſtify by Experience the 
Truth hereof; and alſo, that whenever their 


Zeal hath abated, then Iniquity hath abound- 


' '0 
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ed. Accordingly G OD ſpeaks concerning a 
falſe Witneſs, (6) that the Judges ſhall take 
Care to detect and puniſh him; %, faith He, 
thou ſhalt put away the evil from among you. 
The Sin is no longer National, when it is 
puniſhed. But there is another Reaſon ; It 
will prevent the future Commiſſion of it, And 
thoſe, who remain, ſball hear and fear, and 
ſhall henceforth commit no more any ſuch evil 
among you. Thus Coercion and Puniſhment 
is the Cure for ſuch Evils, and without this 
they will grow worſe and worſe. Indeed one 
would think that Men might be prevailed up- 
on by ſolid Arguments, or that the Apprehen- 
ſions of GQD's Judgments might put a Stop 
to their Practices; but we are all too ſenſible 


of the contrary. In this Age, the Generality 


of Men live by Senſe, and not by Faith. The 


Proſpect of the other World is at ſuch a Diſ- 


rance, that it affects but very few; and there- 
fore when GOD delays to puniſh by his im- 


mediate Hand, and too many are flow either 


in Proſecuting, or Executing the Laws ; pro- 


fane and immoral People do falfly conclude, 


that they may live as they pleaſe. Thus Solo- 
mon obſerved, (e) Becauſe ſentence againſt an 
evil work is not ſpeedily executed; therefore 


tbe bearts of the ſons men is fully ſet in them 
ly perſwade a Sinner to 
leave off his wicked Courſe of Life, it is like 


to do evil. If we on 
the Caſting of pearls before fwine ; we have 
little Hopes of doing Good ; bur are in great 
Danger, that he will do us a Miſchief: Ar 


(5) Deut. xix, 18, 19, 20. — Eccleſ. vili. 11. 
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16 ASERMON before the Societies 
beſt he bids us mind our own Buſineſs ; he will 
not be wrought upon by Perſwaſions or Ar- 
guments; he is unacquainted with ſerious 
Thinking, and his Mind is ſo full in the Pur- 
ſuit of ſome preſent Enjoyment, that he hath 
not Time to look beyond the Grave. It a 
Miniſter denounces from the Pulpit he terror, 
of the LORD, to perſade men to Repen- 
rance, perhaps few of thoſe, whom it doth 
moſt concern, are there to hear it, and too 

many others look upon ſuch Denunciations as 
5 | Words of Courſe. When a Sermon is ended, 
it 1s ſeldom minded any longer ; our Exhor- 
rations and .Reproofs are generally ſpent in 
vain, and we may ſay with the Prophet 1/azah, 

(d) LORD, who hath believed our report ? 
But if we tell them of a Magiſtrate, or of an 
Information intended againſt them, they ſeem 
to be more afraid. This is what they know 
may be done; and if it was always put in Exe- 
cution, it might do more Service in this ob- 
durate Age, than all other Methods whatſo- 
ever. And therefore, if Iniquity abounds, and 
if all manner of Impieties are publick and 
barefaced, the Fault lies in ſuch, who take not 
this Method to curb and reſtrain them. 


LasTLy, The moſt proper Methods for the 
Suppreſſing of Profaneneſs and Immorality, is a 
Duty, that we owe to the Nation, in which we 
live. It is the Way to obtain a Bleſſing upon 
the Publick. When the Vaelites had commit- 
ted Idolatry, (e) Moſes ſtood in the gate of the 

15 camp 
(4) Iſaiah lil. 1. e) Exod. xxxii, 26, c. + 
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camp, and ſaid, Who is on the LOR D's fide? 
Let him come unto me. And all the ſons of 
Levi gathered themſelves together unto him. 
And after he had commanded them to exe- 
cute Vengeance on ſuch as were guilty, the 
Reaſon follows, (/ For Moſes. had ſaid, Con- 
ſecrate your ſelves unto the LORD, every man 
upon his fon, and upon his brother, that he 
may beſtow upon you a bleſſing this day. How 
can we expect any Favour, when our Sins cry 
for Judgments, louder than our Prayers do cry 
for Mercy? How can we hope (if Occaſion 
ſhould require it) that GOD will go forth 
with our Armies, when we provoke him by 


Oaths, and Curſes, to ſet his Face againſt us; 


when our Sins cry aloud for the Vials of GOD's 
Wrath to be poured out upon us, and few are 
zealous and active, as Phinehas was, to turn 


away his Wrath? Let us all be very diligent 


and careful to diſcharge our Conſciences in 
this Particular, and I doubt not of ſuch Suc- 
ceſs, as will anſwer our moſt earneſt Wiſhes 
and Prayers to make the Nation happy. 
Nay, this is the only way to prevent Na- 
tional Judgments. We all know, that publick 
Sins call for publick Calamities; and perhaps 
never were Sins more publick, and of a more 
crying Nature. The vaſt Number not only 
of Gin-ſhops, but of all other lewd and diſor- 
derly Houſes, the Receptacles of Thieves and 
Robbers, and other Night Practices, in Defi- 
ance of the Zeal of (g) ſome excellent Magiſ- 
C 


trates 
% Exod. xxxii. 29. 


) Sir John Gonſon, and other Fuſtices of the Peace for the 


City of Weſtminſter, who meet fer that Purpoſe, 
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18 A SERMON: before the Societies 
trates to ſuppreſs them, yield us a very melan- 
choly Proſpect. The Suborning of falſe Wir. 
neſſes, and Perjuries in the open Courts of 
Juſtice; and the Raifing of Mobs to reſcye 
common Offenders, can aim at nothing leſs 
than the Wreſting the Sword from the Hand 
of Juſtice, and employ it to be a Terror to 
the Good, and a Protection to the Wicked. 
The crying Sin of Sodomy, and (+) other un- 
natural Practices worſe than brutiſh, was, per- 
haps, never more common, except in thoſe (i) 
Cities which are ſet forth for an example, ſuf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire. The hortid 
Oaths and Curſes, which are heard every Minute 
of every Day by thoſe who go in the Streets, 
from the Mouths of Porters, Coachmen, Car- 
men, Watermen and others, calling upon GOD 
Almighty to damn their own Souls, and the. 
Souls of thofe to whom they ſpeak, are enough 
to rend the Heavens, and fink us into Hell. The 
Impugning the Divinity of our dear SAVIOUR, 
(and even by ſome who have ſubſcribed to 
the two firſt Articles of the Church of England, 
and by others who have received the Sacra- 
ment of His Supper immediately upon it) is 
uch an Affront, which (4) no crowned Heads 
would endure, if offered to a Son of their own; 
and can we think, that the King of Kings will 
always be ſilent, when the Glory of his only 
SON is ſo deeply concerned, (J whom he 
hath appointed the heir of all things, and by 
whom alſo he made the worlds. What Perſecu- 
ON tions 
% Rom. i. 26. (% Perſe 25. Jude ver. 7. 
Malachy 1. 8. A 
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tions the Arians raiſed againſt the Primitive 
Chriſtians, are too well known in Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, But in ſhort, the Diviſions on this 
Account removed the (n) Candleſtick of the 
Goſpel from a very great Part of the World, 
by. bringing Mahometaniſm into the Eaſt, and 
Popery into the Weſt. But as if this was a 
ſmall Thing, we have lived to ſee our bleſſed 
REDEEMER treated as an Impoſtor, his 
Miracles ridiculed with the utmoſt Contempt, 
and his Crucifixion vindicated as a meritorious 
Act, in ſuch a Manner as, perhaps, was never 
heard of in a Chriſtian Country, and ſuch as 
the Turks could never have endured. The 
Authority of the Sacred Scriptures, which 
GOD hath revealed to us, is now continually 
attacked in a more violent Manner than by 
Julian or Celſus. And the Advances, which 
Athetſm and Infidelity hath gained thereby, 
are ſurprizing. The Mercy of GOD to all 
hath been treated of, as if all Religions were 
alike, and it was but an indifferent Thing, 
which we ſhould chooſe; and that therefore 
Natural Religion alone was ſufficient, or rather 
the beſt of all. Ungrateful Wretches for what we 
enjoy! » Whilſt thus the Way hath been pav- 
ing, to bring us to be of any Religion, or ra- 
ther to be of none at all, our Enemies of the 
Church of Rome have not been wanting to take 
the Advantage. Their Prieſts are buſy in e- 
very Corner; they (a) compaſs ſea and land 
to make one proſelyte, with all the Diligence 
and Subtlety imaginable. The Numbers, who 
105 e nee 9 
(m) Rev. ji. 85. [) Matth. xxiii. 15. ag 
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flock to their Worſhip, exceed what we can 
well imagine ; and the Numbers, which are 
continually drawn off by them from His Ma- 
Jeſty's Allegiance to own another Head, gives 
as melancholy a Proſpe& in the State, as it 
doth in the Church. We have heard of a 
Time, when theſe our Enemies took the fame 
Methods in Ireland, as they now take in Eng- 
land; and when Things were ripe for their 
Purpoſe, they ſpirited up their blind Votaries 
to deſtroy the Proteſtants under Pain of eter- 
nal Damnation; by which moſt wicked Arti- 
fice above an hundred Thouſand were maſſa- 
cred at one time. Let us add to this, that 
Numbers of foreign Papiſts flock over even 
now to ſettle among us. Whether it is with 
Deſign to act the ſame Tragedy again, as they 
did formerly, GOD only knows; but if 
we value not our Religion, it is hoped, at 
leaſt, that Care will be taken for the Security 
of our Lives. The GOD, who gave us all 
our Time, hath reſerved but one Day in ſeven 
for his more immediate Service. This is now 
the Market or Fair Day for Taverns, Ale- 
houſes, Sellers of Fruit and Garden - Stuff, 
and Victualling-houſes of all Sorts; eſpeci- 
ally in the Suburbs of theſe Cities, and the 
adjacent Villages. Such Perſons | are wholly 
deprived of the Benefit of Divine Worſhip, be- 
cauſe they muſt attend on their Gueſts. And 
the Number of ſuch Houſes are ſo increaſed, 
and in Proceſs of Time an ungodly Cuſtom is 

grown ſo ſtrong, and it is become ſo great a 
Part of their Trade, that there 1s no Living for 
them without it, And tho' we have frequent 
7 nſtan- 
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Inſtances in the Streets, of Men and Women 
on Week Days, who transform themſelves in- 
to Beaſts by Drunkenneſs, and wallow in their 


Mire ; yet it is moſt notorious on the LORD's 
Day: as if the Sin in it ſelf was little, but 


muſt be accompanied with. greater Aggrava- 


tions. And Maſters, not paying their Journey- 
Men, Workmen, and other Day-Labourers, un- 
til late on Saturday Night, force many other 
Shops to be open, which ſhould be ſhut, be- 


cauſe ſuch Perſons cannot lay out their Mo- 


ney until the next Day. The Increaſing of 
Play-Houſes near this City is much to be la- 
mented. Their Comedies are chiefly deſigned 


to carry on and increaſe? theſe Diſorders, by 


their Profaning and Burleſquing the Scriptures, 
by Making the Atheiſt and Infidel ſpeak with- 


out Reſtraint, by Making a Jeft of Thunder 
and Lightning, Storms and Tempeſts, by Rai- 


ſing of Devils for their Diverſion, and too 
often Giving to them the Honours due 


to GOD alone; and by Repreſenting their 


principal Hero's as vicious, profane, and lewd, 
and yet Rewarding them at laſt with Suc- 
ceſs, Here are all forts of Contrivances for 
Whoredom and Adultery; and the fineſt 


Speeches, -which can be compoſed for ſuch. 


curſed Occaſions, with all poſſible Methods to 
eſcape undiſcovered, ſo that it is drawn up into 
a Science, And to put the Theory into Prac- 
tice, we have had the Improvement of (o) Ma/- 

30 0 Aae ee OM enen 
(s) By Maſquerades are not only meant ſuch Meetings, 4s go under 
that Name; but. alſo all others, where: Men and Nomen go in Di- 


guiſe as Balls, Aſſemblies, and Redottos al' Freſco, For tho 
_ theſe are called by other and ſofter Names; yet that can neter alter 
the Nature of the Things themſelvts. EEE JET 11 
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22 A SERMON before the Hot ieties 
querades. In other Places the Senſe of Shame 
is a Guard to Virtue, but here it is laid aſide 
by a Diſguiſe, and (p) the Diſtinction of Sexes 
cannot be known, until they diſcover them- 
ſelves. Whatever is here ſpoken, muſt be ta- 
ken in good Part, and no one muſt he affront- 
ed. Here they have the daintieſt Fare, and 
the richeſt Wine, and when they are (2) as fed 
horſes, they are at Liberty to make their Sol- 
licitations. If they are refuſed, it paſſes for a 
Jeſt; If it is accepted, it goes on in Harneſt, 
and then they think they can eſcape the Pu- 
niſhment of the Law, becauſe they are un- 
known to all who ſee them, and perhaps to 
each other. And there is this Difference between 
theſe, and the common Proſtitutes at the 
Play- Houſe Doors, becauſe they are of meaner 
Rank ; but here even Perſons of Quality may 
be expoſed to their utter Ruin. 


Bur who lays theſe Things to Heart? To 
awaken us out of our . Stupidity, GOD hath 
_ unſheath'd the Sword of his Vengeance; and 
how far (7) the little cloud, which firſt begins 
near the Mediterranean Sea, may cover all 
Europe with Storms and Tempeſts, He only 
knoweth. And can we under our preſent Pro- 
vocations expect to be delivered? Morally 
ſpeaking, without a Reformation it is impoſ- 
ſible. Such publick Sins as thaſe, which we 
are daily guilty of, deſtroyed the old World 
by the Flood. Theſe turned the Cities of So- 
dom and Gomorrah into Aſhes. Theſe occa- 
ſioned ſo many Puniſhments upon the 1/raelites 
in the Wilderneſs, and afterward ſold them ſo 
{© OP often 
Deut. XXIl. 5 7) Jer. v. 8. - (7) 1 Kings xviii. 44. 
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often into the Hands of their Enemies. Theſe 
ſo mightily incenſed GOD, that he ſold them 
for Captives into Babylon, and afterward de- 
ſtroyed their Ciry and Temple, and rooted 
them out of the good Land, which he had 
given them; and without infinite Mercy they 
may have the ſame Effects upon us, which 
they had upon others. Now when Sins are 
proſecuted, and the Offenders are puniſhed, 
they who afterward take no Warning muſt an- 
{wer for themſelves, and the Guilt lies only at 
their own Doors. But when there is no Law 
made to puniſh certain great Sins, as Adultery 
and Fornication; when the Laws, which are 
made againſt other Vices and Offences, are not 
put in Execution; either thro' the Neglect of 
Magiſtrates, or the Neglect of Information; 
then there is a publick Guilt, and this may 
cauſe a publick Calamity. When Sins are not 
puniſhed in the lower Courts of Juſtice here 
on Earth, let the Negle& or Cauſe be where- 
ever it will, the Guilt of them appeals to the 
higher Courts of Heaven, and there cries aloud 
for Vengeance. This obligeth GOD ro main- 
tain his own Cauſe, to take the Matter into 
his own Hands, and puniſh ſuch publick Im- 
pieties with as publick Calamities GOD 
ſeems to expoſtulate with us, as he did with 
the Jews, (s) Shall I not viſit for theſe things? 
and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a na- 
tion as this? And if we were not worſe than. 
the Heathen Ninevites, and of a more harden- 
ed Temper, we ſhould follow their Example, 
% fer. v. 
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and (t) cry mightily unto GO D. We ſhould 
turn every one, and endeavour to turn others 
from their evil ways, and from the violence 
which is in their hands. And then who can tell, 
7 GOD will at laſt turn and repent, and 
turn away from his fierce anger, that we periſh 
not? And thus, It is our moſt certain Duty 10 
take ſuch Notice of the Sins committed by o- 
thers, as may be moſt eſfectual to make them 
dread the Commiſſion of them all their Lives. 
HEN CF we may therefore oblerve, Firſt, 
That it is the Duty of the Magiſtrates to put 
the Laws in Execution againſt all Sin and Wick- 
edneſs. As GOD is the King of all the Earth; 
ſo all Perſons, who have any Authority in a 
State or Kingdom, do act by Commiſſion from 
him. He gives. them the Governing Part; to 
ſome the Authority to make Laws, and to o- 
thers to execute them accordingly. By GOD, 
| faith Solomon, (u) kings reign, and princes de- 
cree juſtice. By Him princes rule, and nobles, 
even all the judges of the earth. They cannot 
have any Power, but from the unconteſted. 
Fountain of all Legiſlative Authority, that is, 
the Supream Monarch of the World. This is 
the Reaſon, that Magi/trates are often called 
Gods in Scripture. Thus (x) Then his maſter 
Hall bring him to the judges. In Hebrew, To 
the Gods. Thus (y) The maſter of the Houſe 
ſhall be brought unto the judges : In Hebrew a- 
gain, To the Gods. And in the (2) next Verſe, 
Both parties ſhall come before the judges : 2 


I.) Jonah iii. 8, 9. (2) Prov. viii. 1 5, 16. 
(x) Exod. xx1. 6. (3) Chap. xxii. 8. (2) Verſe g. 
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Hebrew, Before the Gods. And, (a) Thou 

alt not revile the gods, or Judges; nor curſe 
the ruler of thy people. And, (b) GOD fand- 
eth in the congregation of the mighty, he is a 


judge among the gods, or the Judges. And, (c) 


I have ſaid, Ye are gods, and ye are all the 
children of the moſt High. And now, ſhall 
GOD take ſuch Care to have the Magiſtrates 
honoured ? and ſhall not the Magiſtrate take 
Care, that God may be honoured alſo? A Chr:/- 
tian Magiſtrate is Cuſtos utriuſque tabule ; He 
is entruſted with the Ten Commandments, and 
charged with the Law of GOD, to ſee it kept 
by thoſe, who are under him. The Authority, 


Which he hath, and the Preeminence, which 


G OD hath given him above other Men, is for 
this End. And therefore, what holy Fob ſaid 
of Whoredom, may be ſaid of every Sin among 
us, (d) This is a heinous crime, yea, it is an 


iniquity to be puniſhed by the Gods, or judges. 


AND now, I hope, that it will not be 
thought a Preſumption in me to exhort all 
ſuch Magiſtrates as are here preſent, to exert. 
themſelves in Executing the Laws againſt all 
vicious and profane Practices. His preſent Ma- 


jeſty, who is in all theſe Cauſes the Supream 


Moderator and Governour, hath ſhewn you his 


Deſire in the excellent Proclamation read to 
you at this Time, and at other Times in the 


Beginning of each Sęſions and Afizes, and 
commands you to be diligent herein. And he 


| hath given you his Example in the effectual 
"ex va 4.3 Sup- 


(a) Exod. xxli. 28. „ Ixxxi. 1. | 
e) Pfal. Ixxxi. 6. (4) Job xxxi. 11. 
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suppreſling of a growing Impiety, even that 
vf Horſ?-Rates on the LORD's Day; and 
you cannot but reckon your ſelves as princi- 
pally concerned, becauſe in the ſaid Proclamgs 
rion he requires of you in particular to diſ- 
charge your Duty herein. Vou act by his 
Commiſſion. You have ſworn to put the 
Laws in Execution, and to /þare no one for 
Favour or Affection; and therefore you muſt 
conſider, what a Load of Guilt your Remiſneſt 
herein muſt leave upon your own Conſciences, 
We frequently joyn with you in our Prayers 
ro Almighty GOD, and in the Words of our 
excellent Liturgy, That it would pleaſe Him 
to bleſs and keep the Magiſtrates, giving them 
Grace to execute Juſtice, and to mdiutuis 
Truth. And that he would grant unto all thoſe, 
who are put in Authority under the King, that 
they may truly and impartially miniſter uſtice, 
to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, und 
to the 'Maintenante of true Religlon and Vir- 
tue. This is the Matter of your frequent 
Prayers; and therefore if you make it not 
your conſtant Endeavours, your Prayers will 
riſe up in Judgment _— you, appear to 
be a Mocking of GOD, and condemn you 
at the Laſt Day. It is a diſmal Account, 
which the Scriptures give of the People 4E 
Laifh, (e) They dwelt careleſs, after the man-. 
ner of the Zidomans, quiet and ſecure, and 
there was no magiſtrate in the land, that mmieh 
put them to ſhame in any thitig. But when 
this was the Cate, hey were ripe for De- 


- SA0QIon, 


(e) jadges | ill 7. 
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ſtruction, and (% the; children of Dan {mote 


them with the edge F the Sword, and burnt 
their city with fire. Theſe Things were Writ- 


ten 1910 our Ex Example, 3 and we may pl ain ly 
learn from the that if agiſtrates are neg- 
ligent Pit the 277 of GOD, he Key find out 
other 1 a to vindicate h is Honour. 
I cannot ut | before you the Iuſtructions, 
Vc 0 7. Web e, gave to the 

Judges in 25 e ſet cen, in the land 


p by cry. And be hes unto 1 7 Tage, "Take 
heed „ what ye. + 3 Et franc no net 77 man, | 


1 al ye in a 7 775 the 
RD faithfully, a with 4 perfect heart. 
Je ſhall even warn the people, that they treſ- 
paſs not againſt the LORD, and ſo wrath 
come upon you, and mh le brethren, This 
do, and ye ſhall nat tre, 7 7 Deal couragiouſiy, 
7 and the LORD ſhall be with the good. Nei- 
ther was.the Care 2 this good King in vain, 
for we are told, ( that when the Moabites 
and the Ammonites, and another Nation, being 
three powerful confederated Kingdoms! in all, 
came againſt him to battle, and his Caſe ſeem- 
ed deſperate becauſe of the Fewneſs of his 
| Friends, and the Number of his Enemies; yet 
D ; 8 Was ©, 


OH Judges xviii. 27. 20 2 Chron. xix. 5, to the End 
5 % 2 Chron. Chap. 20. 
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GOD, upon a publick Day. of Faſting and 
Humiliation, blefled him with Victory and 
Succeſs, ſo that (i) the realm of Fehoſhaphat 
was quiet; for his GOD gave him reſt round 
about. And thus as the Negligence of the 
Magiſtrates of Laiſh was the Forerunner of 
their Deſtruction in their greateſt Proſperity ; 
ſo the Zeal of Fehoſhaphat, and the Fudges in 
his Time, was the Means of Preſerving the 
Tjraelites in their greateft Adverſity. I can- 
not therefore but admoniſh and ſay in our 
preſent, Circumſtances, Deal couragioufy and 
the LORD ſball be with the good. Execute 
the Laws with Vigour againſt Immorality and 
Profaneneſs. Exert your ſelves herein. It is 
the Cauſe of GOD, and He will make it 
proſper, and proſper the Kingdom for your 
-; | „ 
Wuar Thanks and Praiſe muſt then be 
due to thoſe Magiſtrates, who are zealous in 
this Branch of their Duty ? Theſe are pro- 
perly called GOD's Vicegerents. They re- 
ceive their Power from GOD, and uſe it to 
his Glory, and can therefore give a good Ac- 
count of the Talent, which is lent them, 
whenever it is required. Their own Conſci- 
ences ſpeak Peace to them, and the Benefit 
done to the Publick, eſpecially by Suppreſing 
of lewd and diforderly Houſes, never fails of 
the Approbation of all good Men, and the true 
Lovers of their Country. Theſe are the Men, 
whom ( St. Paul deſcribes, who are à ter- 
ror, not to good works, but to the evil. They 
are 


(% 2 Chron. xx. 30. (4) Rom. xiii. 1,—5. 
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are the miniſters of GO D to us fur good: And 
we have then only cauſe to be afraid, when we 
are guilty; becauſe we know, that they bear 
not the ſword in vain, but are the miniſters 
of GOD, and Revengers to execute wrath up- 
on him that doth evil. For this Reaſon we 
mult be ſubject to them; and the utmoſt Love, 
Honour, Reſpe& and Eſteem is due to them, 


not only for wrath, and Fear of Punifhment, 


but even for conſcience ſake, if we regard ei- 
ther the Glory of G OD, our own Safety, or 
the Good of this Nation. In ſhort, their ow7 
_ works praiſe them, wherever they live, and 
therefore there is the leſs Occaſion for an En- 
comium at this Time. 
2dly, FROM what hath been ſaid, we can- 
not but commend the Zeal of thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen, who meet in Societies in this, and ſome 
other Cities of this Kingdom, to put the Laws 


in Execution againſt Immorality and Profane- 
neſs, They take the trueſt Method to reform 


the Nation; and without ſuch an united 
Force it cannot be expected. When thoſe 
dreadful Vices already mention'd, are publick 
and barefac'd; When ſome Men (J) glory in 


their ſhame; When others meet in Clubs to 


enlarge the Kingdom of Hell, and make a 
Teſt of that Fire, which can never be quenched ; 


And when ſuch Vices are practiſed in Com- 


panies, which our Fore-fathers ſcarcely ever 
heard of, what can a private Perſon do? Ei- 
ther the World muſt be let alone to grow 


worſe and worſe, or People muſt. meet toge- 


ther 
- (1) Philip. in. 19. 
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ther to-conful,, bow to make it better. The 
Enemies of Religion and Morality, may well 
be called Legion, becauſe they are many; they 
ſeem liſted under #he Prince f Darkneſs, and 


are unwearied in Bringing over ethers to their 
Party; ſo that there mult be a greater Num- 


ber than ever to make Head againſt them, or 
elſe we may be utterly undone, and gur holy 


Religion (which is now, openly, ſtruck at) be 


brought into the utmoſt Danger. We have 
now more need than ever of united Counſel, 


and the beſt concerted Meaſures to Prevent fo 
'difmal a Contagion and Calamity. The Pro- 


phet Malachi (in) ſpeaks of a Tame, when the 
Words of the People were tout againſt GO, 
when they /aid, It is in vain to ſerve bim; 
when they, who worked wickedneſs, were ſet up; 
and they who tempted 60 D, were even deli- 
ered. But he adds, (u) Then they that fear- 
ed the LORD, fpake often one to another. 


They met together to lament the Iniquity of 


the Times, and conſider how to put a Stop 


to it. And the Conſequence was this, The 


LORD hearkened and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written, for them that 
feared the LORD, and that thought upon his 


name. And they fhall be-mine, ſaith the LORD, 
in the day that I make up my jewels, and 1 
will ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his own 


p ſon that ſerveth Him. Then all e Veturn, 

and diſcern between the rigbteous and the wick- 

ed, between him that ſerveth G0 D, and bim 
bat ſerveth him not, Let therefore ſuch wor- 


1 thy 
() Malachi ili. 13, 14, 15. % Perſes 16, 17, 18. 
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thy Gentlemen go on. The Work is of GOD, 
and in dve Time it muſt proſper. GOD 
will vindicgte his own Cauſe, and give you a 
Reward for all the Pains taken in his Service. 
LASTLY, Let me exhort all others to be 
zealous in Informing the Magiſtrates of ſuch 
Offences. Without your Information they can 
do little; for a Magiſtrate muſt act according 
to Law; and the Law cannot be executed 
without a ſuffcient Evidence We call our 
ſelves. Chriſtians, which implies, that we ſhould: 
be a holy People above e and how then 
can we endure ſuch Impieties among us, which 
would be a Shame to others? We call our 
ſelves Chriftians, which is an honourable Ti- 
te above that of other People; and how can 
we endure ſuch Practices among Us, as are a 
Diſgrace to any Nation in the World? To 
hear the Name of GOD profaned by bitter 
Oathe and Cuiſes, or to hear Vice encouraged 
by lewd Diſcourſes, ſhould excite our Zeal, 
and. ftir us wp to a holy Indignation againſt 
ſuch Profaneneſs and Ribaldry: And what 
Deteſtation ſhould we then ſhew to wicked 
Aim 
AN D now, ankle) can raitdede to lament, 
when he chünks, that We are grown to fuch a 
Paſs, that the very Name of an Informer is 
become odious among us? That fuch have all 
the Cenſures and Reflections caſt upon them, 
that eicher Malice or Satan himfelt can in- 
vent! That they are become the Scorn of the 
World! That they are in danger of vexatious 
Law-ſuits, and ſometimes of chair Lives, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe they diſcharge their Duty! And that 
they are in perils from their countrymen, and 
ſuch eſpecially whoſe Souls they endeavour 
to ſave! Is that Duty become'odious, which 
we owe to GOD? Is it an odious Thing 
to keep our Souls clear from the Blood of o- 
thers? Is it .an odious thing to attempt the 
Converſion of our Neighbour ? to endeavour 
the Reformation of the World, and the Turn- 
ing away thoſe Puniſhments, which our Sins 
have deſerved? The Execution of human 
Laws is the laſt Remedy, and when that is 
become odious, nothing can be expected but 
the fearful Effects of Divine Vengeance. And 
I know not why the Name of an Informer 
ſhould be odious, except among thoſe who 
hate to be reformed ; or who, like the Devil, 
do firſt rebel againſt GOD, and then ſtrive 
to involve others in the ſame Deſtruction. 
But this Objection hath been ſo fully anſwer- 
ed by (o) an eminent Prelate of our Church, 
in his Diſcourſe on this Occaſion, that it is 
ſuperfluous in me to ſay any thing more a- 
bout it. | , 
HO WE VR R, let none of you be diſcouraged 
from well doing. If your own Conſciences 
can teſtify, that you ſincerely aim at the Glo- 
ry of GOD, and the- Converſion of Man, 
you need not value the Malice, Slanders, and 
Aſperſions of the World. There will be that 
Satisfaction in the Diſcharge of your Duty, 
which will make Amends for all. If GOD 
5 $42" bleſ- 


(o) The preſent Biſhop of Chicheſter, in Bi, Sermon preached 
Anno Dom. 1730-1. | 


bleſſeth' your Endeavours, and the Nation for 
your Sakes, there will be an unſpeakable Sa- 
tisfaction, that you have been the Inſtruments 
of ſo much Good to Mankind. Or if your 
endeavours do not ſucceed, but the Sins of the 
Nation do call for freſh Judgments, you may 
then conſider, that / you have delivered your 
own ſouls, None of this Guile will lie ar 
your Doors, and you will not be accountable 
for the Conſequences - thereof. If the Re- 
proaches of Men ſhall hinder you in any Caſe 
from Promoting the Glory of GOD, what 
do you think, you ſhould have done, if he 
had called you to be Martyrs for his Name ? 
If you are not faithful when you run fo ſmall 
a Hazard, how ſhould you have been faithful, 
if the Danger had been far greater? Or if 
you are afraid to expoſe your ſelves, whilſt the 
Laws are your Security, and reſtrain the Ma- 
lice of your Enemies, what ſhould you have 
done, if the Laws had been againſt you, and 
expoſed you to their Fury? Our bleſſed SA- 
VIOUR endeavoured to reform the World. 
He ( went about doing good, and healing the 
Diſeaſes both of Soul and Body ; and for this 
Reaſon he was cenſured, perſecuted, and re- 
viled. Now tho' there are many things, which 
he did, that we muſt not imitate, and the 
Sanhedrim was ſo corrupt, that he could not 
be heard; yet whilſt we purſue the ſame End 
of Charity to the Souls of Men, tho' in a dif- 
ferent Method, we may comfort our ſelves, 
that we are following his Example. And 
DO oo Ry : E e then 
(? ) Ezek. xxklil 8, 9. and Chap. xiv. 13, to 21. (7 ) As x. 38. 
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then (7) If they call the maſter of the houſe 
Beelzebub, we need not wonder, if they do 
the ſame by ty of his houſhold. The Words, 
which he himſelf hath ſpoken, may keep up 
our Spirits in the Diſcharge of our Duty, (s) If 
ye were of the world, the world would love his 
6wn ; but becauſe ye are not of the world, but 1 
have choſen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you. Remember the ſaying, which 
T faid unto you, The ſervant 1s not greater 
than his lord. If they have perſecuted me, 
they will alſo perſecute you. And therefore we 
have the greater Reaſon to conchude, that the 
Cauſe is of GOD, when we find, that the 
wicked and profane Part of the World do fo 
much oppole it. How then can we pretend 
to be Chriſtians, unleſs (f) we fake the part 
of CHRIST againſt the workers of iniquity? |} 
This was the Reaſon, for which (2) the Son 
of GOD was mamfeſted, namely, that he 
might deſtroy the works of the devil. And why 
would we not joyn with him in ſo good and 
glorious a Deſign ? If the Devil hath his A- 
gents to draw Men into Sin, why ſhould not 
the bleſſed JESUS have his Agents to turn 
them unto Righteouſneſs ? If (x) ſome Men 
think it ſtrange, that others run not with them 
into the ſame exceſs of riot ; how ſtrange would 
it be, if no Care is taken to prevent that Rict, 
into which others do run? It will be our Sa- 
tisfaction in Heaven to behold thoſe, whom _ 
we have been inſtrumental to bring thither, 
and 


(*) Matth. x. 25. 5 John xv. 18, 10, 20. (7) Pfal. xciv. 16. 
/ 1 John ut. 8. (x) 1 Pet. w. 4. | 
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and why ſhould we not take ſuch a Method to 
increaſe our own Glory? 3 : 
To conclude, We have by the Bleſſing of 

GOD very good Laws to prevent Immorality 
and Profanene/s. Theſe Laws are fo publick, 
chat almoſt every Sinner knows the Penalty. 
We are encouraged to put them in Execution 
by His Majeſty's Proclamation, and by the Rea- 
dineſs of ſeveral good Magiſtrates to proſe- 
cute Offenders, when Information is given; 
and therefore Ter not others de wanting on 
their Parts to carry on fo laudable and neceſ- 
ſary an Undertaking. We ſhould blame thoſe, 
who conceal Treaſon againft an earthly King; 
and why ſhould we conceal ſuch Acts of Re- 
bellion againſt the King of Kings? Let us ſtrive | 
in this Manner to (y) turn Men from darkneſs 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
the kingdom of GOD. Let us ſincerely act 
for his Glory, and notwithſtanding all out- 

Ward Oppoſition, we ſhall certainly find the 
Benefit- of our ſincere Endeavours both here 


- E 


( Ads xxvi. 18. 
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The Nine and Thirtieth 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
' PROGRESS made i in the 


Cities of London and Weſtminſter 


And Places adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
4 Reformation of Manners ; : 


By furthering the Execution of the Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and: 
"By other Chriſtian Methods, 


= HE Reaſonableneſs of Uniting i in Societies 
dor the more effectual carrying on a Work 
ot this Nature, need not be further prov- 
Wl cd, after what has been ſaid with ſo much. 
Advantage upon that Subject in the An- 


nual Reformation Sermons ; as alſo by the excellent 
Author of the Whole Duty * Man, who, in his 


Treatiſe 
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Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian Piety, 
hath this remarkable Paſſage: The Scandal, ſaith he, 
brought upon Religion, as it was not contratted by 
the Irregularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſo- 
ciated and common Crimes ; { neither will it be re- 
moved by a few ſingle and private Reformations. 
There muſt be Combinations and publick Confederacies 
in Virtue, to ballance and counterpoiſe = of Vice, 
or ſhe will never recover that Honour which ſhe ac- 
quired by the general Piety of her Profeſſors. 

Tu aN ks be to GOD, many ſuch Combinations 
and publick Confederacies are now in Being, who 
make it a great Part of their Buſineſs to oppoſe aſſo- 
ciated, as well as particular Offenders. 

Tun Socteties for Reformation of Manners are 
eminently of that Number: And the Uſefulneſs of 
ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what has been ac- 
tually brought about by Means of the ſaid Societies, 
far beyond what could have been hoped. for from any 
private Endeavours, Multitudes, for near Forty Years: 
laſt paſt, have been proſecuted, and puniſhed accord- 
ing to Law, for lewd. and ſcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Bawdy-honſes, Sodomitical Haunts, Com- 
mon Gaming-houſes, and other Diſorderly Houſes, 

have been ſuppreſſed and ſhut up; and the Streets ve- 
ry much purged from the wretched Tribe of Night- 
walking Proſtitutes and molt deteftable Sodomites. 
Many young Men, taken with lewd Women, have, 
by their being brought to timely Shame and Puniſh- 
ment, been diſcouraged, and turned (as we have rea- 
ſon to hope) from following ſuch ſinful Courſes, which 
often cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, &c. 
and bring themſclves to utter Ruin. Moreover, ma- 
ny Thouſands of good Books have been diſperſed by 
theſe So0jeties throughout the Kingdom, and put into 
the Hands of lewd and profane Perſons, to awaken 
them to a Senſe. of their Sins. By theſe various Me- 
thods, many Perſons have, by the. Bleſſing of hs D, 
5 been 
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been brought to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger ; and 
tho? they have at firft been exaſperated againſt the 
Inſtruments of awakening them ont of their dreadful 
Lethargy, and ſtopping them in their finful Courſes ; 
yet have they afterwards bleſſed GOD for their Re- 
covery, and been heartily thankful to thoſe, who had 
been ſerviceable to them therein. N 
Tus Undertaking, begun by a very few Perſons, 
has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only in Ereat Britain, 
but in Foreign Parts. And the great Good which, 
by GOD's Bleffing, has been done by the ſaid So- 
 cieties, has very much animated their Endeavours. 
They likewiſe have been encouraged by feveral Royal 
Proclamations, Orders of Seffions, Prefentments of 
Grand- Juries in many Counties in England; by the 
Lord-Mayors and Court of Aldermen of the City of 
London; by many Sermons of the Right Reverend the 
Biſhops, and other eminent Divines, preached to the 
Societies, and by the Writings of other learned Men; 
as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a confiderable 
Number of Lords Spiritnal and Temporal, and the 
Honourable Judges of England and Ireland, and the 
Commiſſioners of ſeveral Proteſtant Churches. 
Tr muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs and Debau- 
chery do very much abound, for Want of a more ge- 
neral and hearty Concnrrence in this Work, of Per- 
ſons of all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to the 
Greatneſs of the Concern, © e 
Fux faid Societies have proſecuted, and been aſ- 
ſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Hrſt of December 173 2, 
to the Frrſt of December 1733, divers Sorts of Offen- 

ders, vis. ee en ene e 
Lewd and Diſorderly Practices — — 89 
Wa Jens of Diſorderly Houſes  — —— 


3 
Exercifing their Trades or ordi Callings | 
YM 3 Day SI © $ 595 
Tur Total Number of Perſons proſecuted in or 
near London only, for Debauchery and Profaneneſs, for 
near 40 Years laſt paſt, are calculated at about 98970. 
TuE 
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Tan y have alſo been aſſiſting in bringing to Pu- 
niſhment ſeveral Sdomitical Houſes, as well as divers 
Perſons for Sodomy, and Sodomitical Practices, who 
have been proſecuted by the Direction, and at the 
Charge of the Government. | 

T Ros = therefore that have a juſt Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of GOD and Religion; who deſire to prevent 
the Spreading of the Leproſy of Sin ; who are unwil- 
ling to have their Children and other Relations, or 
their Friends and Servants, corrupted by ill Examples 
and wicked Allurements: Thoſe that ſincerely wiſh 
well to thoſe excellent and hopeful Nurſeries of Piety 
and good Manners, the Charity- Schools; and would 
be heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſtian Inſtruction and 
pious Education that Children receive therein, miſcar- 
ry, through prevailing open Temptations to Wicked- 


nels, and a general Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, laſt- 


ly, who have any due Love to their Country, and 
would prevent a National Guilt, and thereby keep off 
National Judgments, cannot poſſibly, one would think, 
but heartily approve and affiſt this uſeful Deſign for 
{uppreſſing Profaneneſs and Immorality. 
No, Whereas ſome have moſt maliciouſly inſinu- 
ated, That it is not Reformation which is intended, 
bur the getting of Money from the Delinquents ; 
and by fach baſe and vile Reports have impoſed 
on ſome very well- meaning People: It is hereby 
declared to the World, That ſuch a Charge upon 
theſe Societies is abſolutely falſe. It is allowed, 
that there have been ſome baſe and wicked Perſons 
(not engag'd, or in the leaſt concerned in this 
Work) who have extorted Money from Offenders, 
and ſometimes from honeſt Men. But all ſuch 
Practices are utterly deteſted by theſe Societies, 
(ho, it is well known, have ſtrictly enquired after 
ſuch Perſons, and when diſcovered, have brought 
them to Puniſhment)- nor do they know or beliere 
that any who are engaged with them are charge- 
able with ſuch vile Practices. And to prevent, ” | 
: . much 


 Diforaerly Perſons. 


4 


all who wiſh well to Mankind, and the 


MITTEE appointed at the Seſſions of the Peace 


* 
* 
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much as is poſſible, all Suſpicion of a mercenar 
Deſign or Principle in any that act in the Buſineſs 
of Reformation, the GENTLEMEN Concern'd have 
all along recommended and inſiſted upon it with 
their Friends, that thoſe who give Information a- 
gainſt Vice or Profaneneſs, ſhould never receive that 
Part of the Penalty which the Law allows the In- 
former; and it has not come to their Knowledge, 

that any ſuch Perſon hath atted otherwiſe. How- 
ever, if at any 'Time hereafter it ſhould happen, 
that any Perſon or Perſons, concern'd in this good 
Deſign, ſhould be chargeable with any of the evil 

Practices before-mention'd, or even with taking the 

_ Reward which the Law allows them; it is humbl 
requeſted of all that are heartily concerned for the 
Intereſt of Religion, that they will give Notice 
thereof to any of the {aid Societies. T6 26 

N. B. The Perſons concerned in this Deſign, confine their 

Proſecutions to the Offences mention d iu this Account, 
AN p for the further preventing any Objections 

from thoſe who are too much diſpoſed to raiſe them a- 

gainſt this neceſſary Work, that there is more regard 

had to the Puniſhment, than to the Converſion of pro- 
fane and wicked Perſons ; it may not be improper to 


acquaint the World, 'That in Conjun&ion with the 


other pious and proper Methods of Inſtruction, Ad- 


monition and Reproof, the number of Books written 
and publiſhed for thoſe and the like Ends, and given 


away at their own Charge, are calculated-ax-above 
Four hundred and forty 'Thouſand. ET — 


N. B. It muſt ever be moſt thankſully 


City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, for Suppreſſing of the 
Nieht- Houſes and other Diſorderly Hoſes, &c. have been 
very inſtrumental in Promoting this good Work, by Puniſh- 
ing as well the Keepers and Maintainers of a great Num- 
ber of thoſe ſort of Houſes, as alſo of many Lewd and 


F 


